112                  AN  ANSWER TO A PAPER

rather owners of two lean cows, than one fat, although with
double the charge of grazing, and but half the quantity of
milk; so I conceive it much more difficult at present to
find a fat bullock or wether, than it would be if half of both
were fairly knocked on the head: for I am assured that the
district in the several markets called Carrion Row is as
reasonable as the poor can desire; only the circumstance of
money to purchase it, and of trade, or labour, to purchase
that money, are indeed wholly wanting.

Now, sir, to return more particularly to you and your
memorial.

A hundred thousand barrels of wheat, you say, should be
imported hither -3 and ten thousand pounds premium to the
importers. Have you looked into the purse of the nation ?
I am no commissioner of the treasury; but am well assured
that the whole running cash would not supply you with a
sum to purchase so much com, which, only at twenty
shillings a ban el, will be a hundred thousand pounds ; and
ten thousand more for the premiums. But you will traffic
for your corn with other goods ; and where are those goods ?
if you had them, they are all engaged to pay the rents of
absentees, and other occasions in London, besides a huge
balance of trade this year against us. Will foreigners take
our bankers' papers ? I suppose they will value it at little
more than so much a quire Where are these rich farmers
and engrossers of corn, in so bad a year, and so little
sowing ?

You are in pain of two shillings premium, and forget the
twenty shillings for the price; find me out the latter, and I
will engage for the former.

Your scheme for a tax for raising such a sum is all
visionary, and owing to a great want of knowledge in the
miserable state of this nation Tea, coffee, sugar, spices,
wine, and foreign clothes, are the particulars you mention
upon which this tax should be raised I will allow the two
first; because they are unwholesome ,, and the last, because
I should be glad if they were all burned : but I beg you will
leave us our wine to make us a while forget our misery ; or'
give your tenants leave to plough for barley But I will tell
you a secret, which I learned many years ago from the com-
missioners of the customs in London: they said, when any